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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, keep us from dis-
appointing You. Inspire us in all we say
and do to glorify You. Empower our
Senators to strive to please You in
their every thought and action.

Lord, we acknowledge that You are
our rock of safety and our fortress dur-
ing every season of distress. Give our
lawmakers the wisdom to honor Your
Name in their work, entrusting You to
take care of all their tomorrows. Set
them in a safe place because of Your
unfailing love and faithfulness.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for 1
minute in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO TOM HARKIN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
long before he was sworn into the U.S.
Senate, my former colleague, Tom Har-
kin from Iowa, served in the U.S. Navy
in Vietnam. He and I represented
Iowans for 30 years together here in the
U.S. Senate.

Six years ago, I came to the floor to
wish my friend well in retirement, and

Senate

I used these words: [So that he could]
enjoy the blessings of hearth and home.

Now, I am not so sure that he took
my advice to heart. I recently learned
that Tom has been moonlighting in re-
tirement as an intrepid crew member
sailing the icy waters of the North At-
lantic. In fact, he joined the crew of 59
North Sailing for five voyages. His
most recent adventure found Tom
aboard Ice Bear navigating gale force
winds in and around the rugged coast-
line of Newfoundland.

They say you can’t take the farm out
of an Iowa farm kid. The same must be
true for a lifelong sailor and the sea.

Tom recently celebrated his 8l1st
birthday in November. Barbara and I
wish him many more trips around the
Sun and as many adventures at sea
that his heart desires.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
this week, some Senators indicate they
may attempt to move a privileged reso-
lution to disapprove of the administra-
tion’s proposed sale of advanced arma-
ments to the United Arab Emirates, a
critical partner in our fight against
terrorists. It is a little baffling to sug-
gest that now, of all times, a protest
gesture with no chance of obtaining a
veto-proof majority is of valuable use

of the Senate’s time. But above and be-
yond that, the strategic realities dic-
tate that Congress should not stand in
the way of this sale.

In August, the UAE reached the first
of the Abraham Accords, the landmark
peace deal with Israel, brokered by the
Trump administration, which Bahrain
soon went on to reprise. That step, the
first normalization of relations be-
tween the Arab nation and the State of
Israel in nearly 30 years, cemented an
important new chapter in the UAE’s
international relations and its close re-
lationship with the United States.

Of course, it is a key American objec-
tive to preserve and protect Israel’s
quantitative military edge. Fortu-
nately, Israel’s Ambassador, Defense
Minister, and Prime Minister have all
made sure they are comfortable with
this deal.

Senators considering this sale need
to consider a reality we cannot escape.
A significant competition for influence
in the Middle East is underway, and
China and Russia will be more than
happy to meet the demand for ad-
vanced capabilities if the United States
simply takes our ball and goes home.

If our colleagues make the Senate
vote on this measure, I urge all my col-
leagues to vote against it.

———

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL ENZI

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
now, on an entirely different matter,
my colleagues here in the U.S. Senate
are, to put it mildly, an impressive
bunch. It always makes it a challenge
to pay adequate tribute when one
leaves our ranks.

But even by the high standards of
this place, the course charted by the
Senator, whom I have to send off this
morning, stands out. The senior Sen-
ator from Wyoming, Senator MIKE
ENZI, has accomplished enough in one
career to fill two. He seemingly glided
from business success to military serv-
ice, to local government, to State poli-
tics, to the U.S. Senate, where he has
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